The introduction of antipneumococcal serum in the treatment of pneumococcal infections constituted the first real advance in pneumonia therapy in recent years. It was the only treatment to give consistently good results. The great expense, the special facilities needed for typing, and the fact that treatment is most efficacious when instituted before the third day of the disease, made its general use impossible. More [Dyke and Reid (1938) , Anderson (1939) , Agranat et al. (1939) ].
Lobar 'pneumonia on the Kolar Gold Fields
The Kolar Gold Fields Medical Department supervises the health of 28,000 mining employees, 60 per cent of whom are underground workers.
The average number of patients admitted annually to the hospital totals 5,000. Table I gives the number of admissions for the years 1934 to 1938 of patients suffering from lobar pneumonia and the mortality rates. It also demonstrates that this disease accounts for more deaths than all other diseases. 
